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ed here and there were a few workmen; in a word, the house
had all the appearance of that of the Porte St. Martin on or-
dinary occasions. The chill aspect communicated itself to
the boards; the performance of * Phedre' was weak, heavy,
and monotonous. The voices of the En/ants de Paris and the
* Marseillaise' had all the honors of the evening."
With reference to the latter portion of the entertainment
the critic continued:
"We hick words to express what we feel. It is not a
woman, it is not an artiste that we see, it is a goddess of an-
tiquity, solemn, grave, austere, illuminated by flaming rays,
who, from the depths of her cave, comes forth to fill our souls
with anger, h^red, and revenge. When Mademoiselle Rachel
otters the revolutionary hymn, we turn hot and cold by turns,
the blood rushes to the heart, the arteries throb, the eye quails
before the fixed look of the pythoness, and we have not even
the power of motion to express all the admiration this impos-
ing and sublime sight inspires."
The symptoms of discouragement were too evident to be
denied. Notwithstanding all these puffs to fill the house, it
had remained empty; notwithstanding all the revolutionary
convulsions of Mademoiselle EacheL, the few spectators had
remained frigid. Tet the tragedienne made superhuman ef-
forts to fill the treasury and avert the ruin that was impend-
ing. Her avism had ite source in the anxious wish, to sustain
the bouse whose ruin was sure to impoverish her own coffers,
and this motive was sufficient to call out all her energy; she
played without cessation and with indefatigable zeal aH the
plays of her repertoire in succession. While half the theatres
were compelled to close and the others were on the verge of ruin,
her exertions were mainly instrumental in supporting the
house of the Eue de Richelieu for some little time, and were
acknowledged by the societaires in the following letter:
"Dais caharade,—You have double reason to feel proud
and. happy.   Never has your success been so brilliant, never
i & been so useful to the interests of our company.    You
• bb with indefatigable devotion against the
for the past two months have

